
Staff 
 

Rev. James T. Gottwald, Pastor 

Kim Taylor, Secretary 

Donna Henninger, Director of Music 

Paul Schuler, Sexton 

Feed Our Sheep 
 

We are collecting items for the Feed Our  
Sheep boxes. Deadline to drop off donations is  
February 12.  Boxes will be packed on Thursday,  

February 16.  Donations of packaged goodies  
would be greatly appreciated.   

Further information located inside this newsletter. 
 

We are asking parents or relatives to contact the 
church office by Sunday, February 12 to provide an 

updated college or military addresses. 

    St. John’s United Church of Christ 
  1415 Rising Sun Rd., PO Box E               Laurys Station, PA 18059-0965 

           Phone: 610-262-8061                  Email: office@stjohnslaurys.org                                                             

           Fax: 610-262-1394                                           pastor@stjohnslaurys.org 

           Website: www.stjohnslaurys.org                             Hospital Code: 469 
A Publication of St. John’s UCC to keep our members and friends informed of our programs, opportunities and events. 

Join us for Communion and Boy 
Scout Sunday on February 5 

 

The Youth Group will be  
collecting for the Lehigh County 

Conference of Churches on  

Sunday, February 5 

2012 FAMILY OF 
FAMILIES 

Please remember to update your       

familyõs address or phone number so 

we can include those in the 2012 Family 

of Families.  This will be updated during 

the month of February for distribution in 

early March.  

Ash Wednesday Service 
February 22 

7:30 pm 
French Toast Brunch 
Sunday, February 12  
after worship 
Join us to begin our 140th  

anniversary of our church 
 

St. Johnôs UCC Laurys Station  

40 Day Prayer Journal 

Study Group will meet Wednesdays 

February 29, March 14, 21 and 28th   

at 6:30 pm 

  February 2012  



1st 

Zachary Eberhardt 

Hunter Dolon 
 

2nd 

Tammy Bates 

Mary Troxel 
 

3rd 

Lisa Beers 
 

5th 

Cindy Glass 

Austin Saemmer 
 

9th 

Hailey Kantner 

Tyson Frantz 

 

 

10th 

Marjorie Hoppes 

Priscilla  Vassallo 

Ciana Stenger 
 

13th 

Jeffrey Guth 

Rob Hamsher 
 

14th 

Thomas E. Bates 
 

15th 

Carolyn Frantz 
 

16th 

Chase Whitehouse 

Luke Resh 

Mackenzie Resh 

 

17th 

Dale Snyder 
 

18th 

Ryan Lynn 
 

20th 

John Pfeiffer 

Scott Meyers 
 

21st 

Joann Butler 

Emily Lobach 

James Saemmer 
 

22nd 

Jeffrey Schuler 

Lisa Remaley 

23rd 

George Nabb 

Heather McIntyre 
 

25th 

Janet Eck 
 

27th 
Brian Gabriel 
 

28th 

Nancy Eck 

Allie Dickinson 

Best Wishes to our February Birthdays 

A special thank you to our February Stewards 

February Greeters 
 

  5: Boy Scout #144 
12:  Ronald & Kathleen Gildner 
19:  Gordon & Rita Snyder 
22:  Church Council 
26: Jeff & Cheryl Schuler 
 

February Flowers (2 vases each week) 
 

  5: Helen Kovacs 
 Grace Guldner 
12:  Paul Schuler 
 Pauline Lentz 
19: Gottwald Family 
 (AVAILABLE) (one vase) 
 

22: (AVAILABLE) (both vases) 
 

26: Ray & Linda Warren (2 vases) 

February Acolyte 
 

  5: Bailey Vassallo 
12: Derek Miller 
19: John Marushak 
22: Nick white 
26: Rachel Sloan 

 

Those in BOLD indicate our special 80 society. 

 

Thank you to Ralph & Jean Hoffman 

for contacting our Greeter. 

February Readers 
  5: Derek Miller 
12:  Rex Richards 
19:  Connie Holleman 
26: Wendy Ayers-Meyers 

February Bulletins 
 

  5: (AVAILABLE) 
12: Pauline Lentz 
19: Ken Deitrick  
22: Ken & Rosie Deitrick 
26: Ray & Linda Warren 

Recipes Wanted 
Social Outreach is collecting favorite recipes that you 

would like to submit for the cookbook they are creating 

out of your treasured recipes.  Please take a few minutes 

to jot down a special recipe(s) and place it in the collec-

tion basket in the narthex area. 

Please take a Stewardship insert from 
the coatroom in the narthex to read 

about a small child who has a different 
view on the story of the loaves and the 

fishes.  



 
 A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it  

 and found none. So he said to the gardener, óSee here! For three years I have  

 come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why  

 should it be wasting the soil?ô He replied, óSir, let me dig around it and put            

 manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it  

 down.ô (Luke 13:6-9 NRSV) 
 

Are you producing the fruits of the Spirit? A recent study of soccer players in England found that there 

were two dominant ways of thinking about their production as a player. One way was that players were born with 

their potential, and the other way was that players could develop their potential. The study found that players who 

believed they could develop potential worked harder in practice and took losses as learning experiences. In the 

end, these players grew more. The players who believed they were born with great potential handled losses with 

more of a sense of resignation.  
 

 The story of the gardener and the barren fig tree is good news for Christians who are slow to bear spiritual 

fruit. Even if our spiritual life is barren, there is hope that it can be fruitful. Jesus is still working in our life to 

break up hardened hearts and feed us with his grace.  
 

Our faith is crucial. As we go through life, we face challenges. If we believe our faith can grow to meet 

challenges, then we have hope. When we are challenged to produce, Jesus works to help us grow and give us a 

richer spiritual life.  
 

Are you spiritually stagnant? Would you like to grow in your faith? Lent is the perfect time to grow in the 

faith. Traditionally, it was used as a time to prepare for baptism, but it is also used as a time to nurture spiritual 

growth. During Lent we are encouraged to set aside time each day to help make ourselves aware of the work of the 

Lord. A great way to do this is through a prayer journal.  
 

 This Lenten Season, you are invited to participate in the St. Johnôs UCC Laurys Station prayer journal. 

Thirty different authors from St. Johnôs have offered reflections. These reflections are available to every member 

who would like to pick one up at the church. You are invited to work through the prayer journal yourself, and then 

to meet with a study group on Wednesday nights during Lent at 6:30 p.m. to discuss the journal.  
 

 Thank you to those members who contributed to the prayer journal. I look forward to growing in faith with 

all of our members and friends. Ash Wednesday is the 22nd. Everyone is also invited to attend the St. Johnôs 

UCC prayer journal meeting on Feb 29 at 6:30 p.m.  

       Your brother in Christ 

       Pastor James Gottwald.     

From the  

Pastor  

Your Invited!  
Have you ever spoken with someone and then thought 

to yourself, ñI wonder if that person has God in their 

life or I wonder if they could use a community of 

faith?ò Well, you are in luck. St. Johnôs UCC Laurys 

Station has a new post card size invitation that you can 

hand to anyone. The invitations are available in the 

Narthex or by request. Please prayerfully consider 

handing out an invitation.   

St. Johnôs UCC Laurys Station  

40 Day Prayer Journal 
 

Lent will start on February 22nd. This year we 

want you to engage with our St. Johnôs UCC Forty 

Day Prayer Journal. Journals will be available by 

about the second week of February. The journal is 

from the book by Martha Grace Reese entitled,     

Unbinding the Gospel. Some members of the       

congregation have worked through the journal and 

have offered their reflection to help us with each day.  

You are invited to attend a group reflection on the 

journal process once a week, (Wednesday nights 

at 6:30 p.m.). We will gather on February 29, 

March 14, March 21, and March 28th.  

All are invited to attend.  



Some of those to Remember in Prayer 
 

¶ For upcoming events in February including: Boy Scout Sunday Feb 5, and Ash Wednesday Feb 22.  
 

¶ Please pray for our committees.     
 

¶ Please pray for the family and friends of those who grieve, including the family of Doris Heft.  She was the 

mother of Brian Heft. 
 

¶ Please pray for those in need of Godôs healing and comfort including: Franklin Beers (recovering from back 

surgery), Dale Brace (recovering from back surgery), Lynn Campbell (Susan Gottwaldôs cousin), Linda 

Craddock, Holly Daubenspeck (friend of Beth Sloan in a major car accident), Lance DeWease (friend of Oliver 

& Donna Henninger), Christine Gieringer (mother of Derek Miller), Wayne Herber, Lloyd Hummel (broken 

hip), Dennis Keener,  Maryann Krause; Diane Laub, Irene Mantz, Arabella Minnich (knee replacement         

surgery), Sriram Mukund (friend of the Corbett-Bader family with Hodgkins Lymphoma), George Nabb,    

Daniel Wagner (father of Kim Gibson), and Augustin Zulu.  

 

¶ Please pray for: those who were injured serving our country including Adam Keys;  those who are serving our 

country including Bryan Brandmeir, Aaron Heft, George Holderman, Patrick McCarthy, Andrew Petrucelli, 

Chad Royer, Jason Schuler, and Manny Vassallo.  
 

¶ Those who are without heat.   
 

¶ Those who have undergone a recent medical procedure. 
 

¶ Those struggling with addiction.  
 

¶ The Council of Ecumenical Christian Churches in Guatemala.     
 

¶ Those places where there is unrest or war such as; Afghanistan, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Libya,                                   

Mexico, Pakistan, Somalia, Syria, and Sudan.       
 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Congratulations 
 

¶ Thank you to Donna Henninger, the choir, and the soloists for the wonderful music on Christmas Eve.  
 

¶ Thank you to Rev Dech for leading worship on January 1. That was a fine sermon on expectations for the new 

year.  
 

¶ Thank you to those who agreed to serve as our new council leadership including Scott Fediaczko as council 

chair, Craig Frantz as vice chair, and Joel Newhard as the member at large. 
 

¶ Lloyd Hummel is out of the hospital and continuing recuperation at Cedarbrook. 
 

¶ Wayne Herber is out of the hospital and continuing recuperation at Phoebe Home. 
 

¶ Congratulations to the family of Damien Thomas Snyder who was baptized on Sunday, January 22.  His parents 

are Adam Snyder and Cheyenne Gensey. 
 

¶ Thank you to everyone who has contributed to support the ministry of the church in January 2012. Thank you 

for helping to make ministry possible so far this year.   

Church Council met on Wednesday, January 4.  In addition to conducting the general business of the 

church, council: 

¶ Approved the appointment of Scott Fediaczko as President, Rex Richards, as Vice President, and 

Joel Newhard as Member at Large. 

Walking Warriors MS Fundraiser 
The Walking Warriors are selling lottery tickets for February.  You will receive 4 numbers for $5.  
The winning number must match the PA Daily Evening Lottery number drawn.  The winner receives $25 
cash.  The prize on Valentine’s Day will be $50 cash.  See Diane Frantz, Rusty, Frantz, Roxanne Grube, 
Karen Newhard, or Bess Roth for tickets. 



Please welcome the 2012 Church Council Members: 

    Wendy AyersðMeyers 2nd term/2nd year 

    Leslie Corbett   1st term/2nd year 
 (President)  Scott Fediaczko  2nd term/2nd year  

    Craig Frantz   2nd term/1st year 
    Kim Gibson   1st term/1st year 

    Brian Heft   2nd term/2nd year   
    Judy Metzger   1st term/1st year 
    Carl Moyer   1st term/1st year 

 (Member-at-large) Joel Newhard   1st term/1st year 
    Karen Pfeiffer   1st term/2nd year 

 (Vice President) Rex Richards   1st term/1st year 
    Mary Ann Roeder  1st term/1st year 

    Jillian Troxel   2nd term/1st year 
    Mary Troxel    1st term/1st year 
    Ateline Zulu   1st term/1st year 
     

    Mary Nomie     Council Secretary 
    Lenore Dreisbach  Church Treasurer 

 

Officers of the Congregation 

    Craig Frantz   President 
    Judy Metzger   Vice-President 

    Helen Ayers   Secretary 
 

Boy Scout Sunday 
 

Please join us for the 10:15 am worship service on  
Sunday, February 5  

for Holy Communion and to welcome  
the Boy Scout and Cub Scout troops  

that represent our church.   
 

The troop wishes to invite the congregation to Fellowship Hall  
after the service for refreshments. 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 

You can double our money and double your stewardship efforts when you come to the  

Church and Chow  
February 26th 

11:30 am—1:00 pm 
 

Support our mentee - mentor challenge to double our money for a charity cause while learning 
more about the PNEC Amigos de Guatemala’s continued efforts to build a clinic in a remote village 
in Guatemala. There will be a brief slide show presentation for your enjoyment and a fact sheet offer 

that will allow you to see exactly what you have helped the team accomplish thus far. 



           Souper Bowl Sunday 
As you know February 5th is Super Bowl Sunday.  The Youth Group will be asking you to join them in  
remembering the Lehigh Valley families in need by contributing to the monetary offering that will be taken 
that day after worship.  At both exits of the sanctuary there will be a pot, one representing the NFC team 
and one representing the AFC team.  You are asked to donate to the team that you hope to win the Super 
Bowl.  The Youth Group will be giving the proceeds to the Lehigh County Conference of Churches to help 
families in the Lehigh Valley.   

Our Recycling program    
 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘΥ 
 

¶ Cell phones 

¶ Small inkjet cartridges 

¶ Digital cameras  

¶ Digital SLR cameras & lens 

¶ Digital video cameras 

¶ Laptop & notebook computers 

¶ Ipads & Tablets 

¶ Apple Ipods & MPS players 

¶ GPS devices 

¶ Handheld game systems 

¶ Game Consoles (Wii, PS3, Xbox and games) 

¶ E-Book Readers 

¶ Graphing Calculators 

¶ Radar Detectors 

¶ Range Finders and SkyCaddies 

¶ Mobile Hotspots, 4G USB Air Cards & MiFi      

Devices 

¶ Gold jewelry 

Aluminum cans can be placed in grocery bags and 

disposed in the green barrels by the refreshment 

stand.   
 

All Proceeds will go towards 

 CE programs. 

 

hǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƛǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ  
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нф  

ŀǘ тΥлл ǇƳ 

The Adult Bible Study Sunday School class 
in February will focus on God's redemption for 

us.  The lessons search Paul's letter to the Church at 

Galatia as Paul emphasizes the importance of relating 

to the Savior on the basis of faith alone.  Spiritual 

blessings are available to all who trust Christ for       

salvation because Christians are heirs through faith     

in Christ.  Come, join the class and share how relying 

on the Holy Spirit helps us to become productive 

Christians. 



Ah . . . 2012 . . . a brand new year! 
 

Depending on the individual, a new year may mean a  

òclean slateó, new resolutions, a milestone birthday, or  

perhaps a special anniversary.   
 

Here at St. Johnõs, we have the honor of celebrating our 140th anniversary!!!  
 

Thatõs a very long time that St. Johnõs has been around to bring in the new year, witness 

weddings, share in baptisms and confirmations, and praise and lift up Christ and His 

Love.   
 

We hope you will celebrate in what God has given us.  Help us extol in the joys of St. 

Johnõs as a place to bring our ever growing church family together in faith and disciple-

ship.   
 

As you keep current with your church family, please watch for upcoming events in the   

bulletins and newsletters sponsored by the various committees at St. Johnõs.   
 

To begin our 140th celebration, please join us for a brunch on February 12th immediately 

following the service, sponsored by the Second Year Confirmation Class, Stewardship, and 

Membership & Evangelism committees.   
 

   The brunch will consist of french toast with fruit toppings and whipped 

   cream, sausage wheels, muffins and coffee cakes, OJ, coffee, and tea. 
 

   The committees look forward to you joining them in commemorating 

   this special anniversary.  Have a healthy and blessed new year.  
 

Thank you for supporting the work of the Second 

Harvest Food Bank of Lehigh Valley and Northeast 

PA with your recent donation of $214.45.  We serve 

many people with limited resources and we greatly 

appreciate your contribution to our efforts. 

 Sincerely, Ann McManus, Director 

Dear Pastor, 

Bethany Childrenôs Home is thankful for all of its friends 

throughout the year that provide financial support to our on

-campus residential and therapeutic programs.  Your gift of 

$30 helps us to provide for the needs of 75ð100 kids on a 

daily basis. 

      Sincerely, Jonathan Henning, Chief Relations Officer 

Aaron Gildner 

25 Chestnut Street, Apt 204 

Haddonfield, NJ 08033 

Andrew & Shawna Gildner 

2689 Kirk Street 

Slatington, PA 18080 

Church NôChow 

April 1, 2012 
Sponsored by Confirmation II and mentors 

Soups will be announced later 

Cost: $4 

Menu: Soup, Bread, Crackers, Choice of Drink 

Desserts may be purchased from the  

ñWalking Warriorsò Bake Sale  
Reservations not required 

Join us for food and fellowship after Worship! 

 



2012 FAMILY OF FAMILIES 
 

 

We will begin the process of updating the Family of Families in a few short  

weeks.  Please contact the church office as soon as possible to notify Kim if there  

are any changes needed to the 2011 information.  This could be an address change,  

phone number change or name changes. 
 

Once the corrections are made, a draft copy will be placed in Fellowship Hall for review.  Look 

for this announcement in the weekly bulletin.  Please take time to review all the information and 

note any changes needed. 
 

The committees that are listed in this booklet need to have updated information as well.  Each 

committee chairperson will need to contact the church office with an updated list of committee 

members.  If you are currently serving on a committee,  please verify the information on the draft 

copy when it is available.   

 

          FEED OUR SHEEP 
 

       We are collecting on January 29 and Feb 5, 12 for 25 boxes. 
 

      These are some of the items: 
 

Small boxes of raisins  Homemade cookies (bagged) 

Hot chocolate   Microwave popcorn 

Candy bars   Cheese & crackers 

Hard candy   Peanut butter crackers 

Gum    Small packs of chips, pretzels, cheese curls 

Box juice (no pouches)  School supplies ð pencils, pens, paper, stamps, etc. 
 

Monetary Donations for postage or snacks will be appreciated as well. 

We will be packaging the boxes on Thursday, February 16. 
 

 

****College & Military Address Changes**** 
 

Please notify the church office by Sunday,  February 12 with any address changes for 

your college student or military family member so the Feed Our Sheep boxes can be 

mailed properly and they can receive the monthly newsletters.  



Whose community is it?  
By Alan C. Miller, Conference Minister  

 

Often times I run into people who are ñchurch shopping.ò  Many times these individuals will recruit my assistance 

by asking me to recommend a congregation.  Generally I will ask them if they are currently members of a church, 

and if so, why are they leaving their church.  Frequently they will respond ñbecause my current church is not meet-

ing my needs; I am looking for a community that will meet my spiritual needs.ò  I do not mean to demean such in-

dividuals, because a long time ago I did the same thing; I was part of a congregation in which I felt like I was not 

being fed so I went looking for another congregation. 
 

However such searches for ña community that will meet my needsò raise an interesting question about the nature of 

community, and in particular, Christian community.  By virtue of Christôs sacrifice on the cross God has called us 

into a very unique community.  However this community is not ñourò community or ñmyò community; it is Godôs 

community.  I was initiated into this community at my baptism and hopefully as I participate in this community I 

will grow spiritually and experience the presence of God in new and deeper ways.  But this community does not 

exist simply ñto meet my needs.ò  Godôs community is a reconciled and reconciling community.  We exist because 

God has called us together to discover Godôs love and partner with God in taking the good news of that love to the 

world.  This community comes with demands of commitment and responsibility on my part.  As a member of this 

sacred community I am to become a living example of the presence of Christ as I seek to love my neighbor whether 

or not I even know my neighbor or my neighbor is a member of this community.  Godôs community helps us to un-

derstand that it is part of our created nature to be communal creatures, and when we are at our best as those created 

in the image of God, we are looking out for each other. 
 

There is a very old African proverb about our communal natures, in particular about those who would seek to live 

lives denying any responsibility to their neighbor. 
 

There was a rat running around a farmhouse doing his rat business, when suddenly he heard the excited voice of the 

farmer talking to his wife.  The farmer has just received a package that he had ordered --- a new rat trap.  The rat 

runs into the barn to seek some help and support from the other animals.  He tells them that the farmer has bought a 

rat trap and that now his life is in danger.  He asks them: ñWhat shall I do?ò  The chicken says: ñA rat trap é I am 

a chicken é I am not a rat é this is of no concern to me.ò  The goat says: ñOh how terrible for you, mister rat é I 

will pray for you.ò   The cow says: ñOh suck it up é we all have problems so deal with it.ò  In the middle of that 

very night everyone is awakened by a loud scream coming from the farmhouse.  The farmerôs wife had heard the 

rat trap door slam shut and when she went to check the trap she found a snake in the trap é and the snake bit her.  

The farmer immediately called the village doctor.  The doctor said that due to the type of snake that bit her, there 

was nothing he could do.  But he did recommend that the farmer try an ancient remedy of chicken soup.  So the 

farmer went to the barn to get the makings for chicken soup.  Alas the soup did not work and the farmerôs wife 

died.  Everyone from the village came to the funeral to console the farmer.  The farmer was so grateful that he in-

vited everyone back to the farm for a feast of his famous roasted goat.  So many people came, that when the roast-

ed goat ran out, the farmer made for them his other famous dish é beef stew. 
 

A long time ago a lawyer asked Jesus the question: ñAnd who is my neighbor?ò (Luke 10:29)  Jesus answered by 

telling the story of the Good Samaritan. 
 

Perhaps in our search for a community that ñmeets my needs,ò we should begin with a prior question: ñWho is my 

neighbor?ò   

Sharing the Good News! 
On the World Wide Web at www.pnec.org 

   PNEC 
  

Penn Northeast Conference of the United Church of Christ 

TO CONTACT US OR TO REGISTER FOR EVENTS 

431 Delaware Avenue        www.pnec.org web page         610-826-3113 phone 

Palmerton, PA 18071-1908                                                     610-826-5464 fax 

Alan Miller: AlanM@pnec.org                    Toby Holleman: TobyH@pnec.org 

Nancy Azar: NancyA@pnec.org            Barbara Jennings: BarbaraJ@pnec.org                                          

Patty Rehrig: PattyR@pnec.org           Beverly McClure: BeverlyM@pnec.org 

http://www.pnec.org/
mailto:TobyH@pnec.org
mailto:BarbaraJ@pnec.org
mailto:PattyR@pnec.org


February 20 

JUST FOR  

KIDS  

February 14 

Service on 

Wednesday,  

February 22 at 

7:30 pm 
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February 5  9:00 am Sunday School 
Boy Scout Sunday  10:15 am Communion Worship  
Souper Bowl Offering 
         

February 12  9:00 am Sunday School 
French Toast Brunch  10:15 am Worship Service  
     

February 19  9:00 am Sunday School 
    10:15 am Worship Service 
 

February 22  7:30 pm Ash Wednesday Service 
     

February 29  9:00 am Sunday School 
Church and Chow  10:15 am Worship Service  

   

www.stjohnslaurys.org  
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