St. John’s United Church of Christ

1415 Rising Sun Rd., PO Box E Laurys Station, PA 18059-0965
Phone: 610-262-8061 Email: office@stjohnslaurys.org
Fax: 610-262-1394 pastor@stjohnslaurys.org
Website: www.stjohnslaurys.org Hospital Code: 469

A Publication of St. John’s UCC to keep our members and friends informed of our programs, opportunities and events.
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We are collecting items for the Feed Our
Sheep boxes. Deadline to drop off donations is | _
Fib'l;“ary 1i6 BoDxes ‘Q_"” be fPaCkekd ondThurcsl_day, | Join us for Communion and Boy |
ebruary 16. Donations of packaged goodies . Scout Sunday on February 5
would be greatly appreciated. L. ... |

Further information located inside this newsletter.

We are asking parents or relatives to contact the
TACKLE HUNGER

church office by Sunday, February 12 to provide an Bw
- OF CARING
updated college or military addresses.

The Youth Group will be
collecting for the Lehigh County
Conference of Churches on
Sunday, February 5

Ash Wednesday Service 7
February 22 "y
7:30 pM i

French Toast Brunch
Sunday, February 12

after worship
Join us to begin our 140th

l.éﬂtéﬂ)/f anniversary of our church

—Prayer journal
St. Johndés UCC LautrTys Station
40 Day Prayer Jo n a.l

Study Group will m t Wed%
February 29, Mar ch VN2 1 t h

at 6: 30 pm Please remember to update your
............................................................ : familvés address or H
Staff : Y P

we can include those in the 2012 Family
Rev. James T. Gottwald, Pastor

Kim Taylor, Secretary :
Donna Henninger, Director of Music the month of February for distribution in
Paul Schuler, Sexton : early March.

of Families. This will be updated during
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A special thank you to our February Stewards

February Greeters February Bulletins

5.  Boy Scout #144 5. (AVAILABLE
12: Ronald & Kathleen Gildner 12: Pauline Lentz
19:  Gordon & Rita Snyder 19:  Ken Deitrick
22:  Church Council 22:  Ken & Rosie Deitrick
26:  Jeff & Cheryl Schuler 26: Ray & Linda Warren

February Flowel@ vases each wgek February Readers
5:  Derek Miller
5: Helen Kovacs :
Grace Guldner 15 Connie Holleman
12:  Paul Schul :
aul Schuler 26:  Wendy Ayeddeyers

Pauline Lentz
19:  Gottwald Family
(AVAILABLJE(one vase)

22:  (AVAILABLE(both vases)
26: Ray & Linda Warren (2 vases)

February Acolyte

5. Bailey Vassallo

12:  Derek Miller

19:  John Marushak
Thank you to Ral ph 2Z: JMcawhiteHof f man

fo contacti ng | ou26 GRachetSloanr .
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A man had a fig tree planted in his |
and found none. So he said to the garfd:
come | ooking for fruit on this fig trfe:
should it be wasting the soil ?6 He r1 4gp!
manure on it. I f it bears fruit next |Jy
dowfd L ke9 IBRSV)

Are you producing the fruits of the Spirit?
were two dominant ways of thinking about their r
their potential, and the other way was that pl y e
believed they could develop potential worked h d
end, these players grew mor e The players who I
more of a sense of resignation

The story of the gardener and the barren fig|lt
fruit. Even i f our spiritual |l 1 fe i s barren, t hfpr
break up hardened hearts and feed us with his gff a

Qur faith is crucial. As we go through 1ife,|]w
chall enges, then we have hope When we are challfje
richer spiritual i fe

Are you spiritually stagnant? Would you | ikeff't
faith. Traditionally, it was used as a time to r
growth. During Lent we are encouraged to set asfld
Lord. A great way to do this is through a praye

This Lenten Season, you are invited to parti.i i
Thirty different authors from St. Johnés have offf
who would |Ii ke to pick one up at the church. Yo
to meestwdyhgraroup on Wednesday ntiog hdtiss cduusrsi ntgh eL g[pot!

Thank you to those members who contributed t|p
al | of our meMmdlerWedmesddy Evedstylpene2d s al Sto. iJnovh (o
UCC prayer journal meeting on Feb 29 at 6:30 p.

Your brother '

Pastor James n }

Your I nvited /
Have you ever spoken with s®neonel @hidi ®8enUCHH u b
to yourself, fil wonder |if that4@er|}ar§, hp g aGy?@r'”Jt
|l ife or | wonder i f they could use communlty of
faith?0 Well, you are in Lleuctk.wist | $drar?ots Tag - e @
Station has a new post ¢awadntsiy@ui hwi teantgiaoghe t Wat h)
hand to anyone The i nvi thatyi omsapee adwairlnadll e J o ut
Narthex or by reqguest. Plaehagsiet ptr B e sfeclolnyd cwen e k d @r
handing out an invitatiof.rom the book by Martha
) . Unbinding. tfem&ompmiber s
Ygtu:e,lﬁz;t;d"hofchm congregation have wor ke:
o s S e v Bt have offered their refl
e o You are invited to atte:
Smday&h:;fgj‘:o“:: journal process once a
s FrallgsSpember- o) at 6:30 p.m.). We will
June~ st Worsip Sorice 900 ams March 14, March 21, and

Communion ~ Lst Sunday of each month . .
Al'l are invited




to Remember i n Prayer
vents in February including:

our commi ttees.

the family and friends of t
Heft .

those in need of Godds heal
Brace (recovering from back
y Daubenspeck (friend of
ger), Christine Gieringer
eener, ' Maryann Krause,; Di 4
am MuiBwurde r( ffraimedds owvfi tthh edo@arkb ents
(father of Kim Gibson), and Aug
r

0 those who were injured servi

ng Bryan Brandmeir, Aaron Hef't
ason Schuler, and Manny Vassallo

without heat.

e undergone a rece
ing with addiction.
f Ecumeni cal Chri s

where there i1 s wunr
Pakistan, Somalia, Syri and Sudan.

of Thanksgiving and Congratul at]
u to Donna Henninger, the choir, and
u to Rev Dech for |l eading worship on
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u to se who agreed t serve a
chai Craig ntz as vice chai , and J

LIl oyd Hummel is out of the hospital and
Wayne Herber is out of the hospital and

Congratul ations to the family o Dami en
are Adam Snyder and Cheyenne Ge ey.

Thank you to everyone who has ¢ tributed
for helping to make ministry po I bl e so

Church Counci l met on Wednesday, January 4.
CHRCH church, council

9 Approved the appointment of Scott Fediaczk

Joel Newhard as Member at Large.

Walking Warriors MS Fundraiser
The Walking Warriors are selling lottery tickets for February. You will receive 4 numbers for $5.
The winning number must match the PA Daily Evening Lottery number drawn. The winner receives $25
cash. The prize on Valentine’s Day will be $50 cash. See Diane Frantz, Rusty, Frantz, Roxanne Grube,
Karen Newhard, or Bess Roth for tickets.




Please welcome the 2012 Church Council Members

Wendy AyersoMeyers 2nd term/2nd year
Leslie Corbett 1st term/2nd year

(President) Scott Fediaczko 2nd term/2nd year
Craig Frantz 2nd term/1st year
Kim Gibson 1st term/1st year
Brian Heft 2nd term/2nd year
Judy Metzger 1st term/1st year
Carl Moyer 1st term/1st year

(Member-at-large) Joel Newhard 1st term/1st year
Karen Pfeiffer 1st term/2nd year

(Vice President) Rex Richards 1st term/1st year
Mary Ann Roeder 1st term/1st year
Jillian Troxel 2nd term/1st year
Mary Troxel 1st term/1st year
Ateline Zulu 1st term/1st year
Mary Nomie Council Secretary
Lenore Dreisbach Church Treasurer
Officers of the Congregation
Craig Frantz President
Judy Metzger Vice-President
Helen Ayers Secretary

Boy Scout Sunday

Please join us for the 10:15 am worship service on
Sunday, February 5
for Holy Communion and to welcome
the Boy Scout and Cub Scout troops
that represent our church.

The troop wishes to invite the congregation to Fellowship Hall
after the service for refreshments.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

You can double our money and double your stewardship efforts when you come to the

Church and Chow
February 26
11:30 am—1:00 pm

Support our mentee - mentor challenge to double our money for a charity cause while learning
more about the PNEC Amigos de Guatemala’s continued efforts to build a clinic in a remote village
in Guatemala. There will be a brief slide show presentation for your enjoyment and a fact sheet offer

that will allow you to see exactly what you have helped the team accomplish thus far.




TREASURERS REPORT DECEMBER 2011

DECEMBER 2011 JANUARY TO DECEMBER 2011
GENERAL MORTGAGE GENERAL MORTGAGE

FUND FUND FUND FUND
BUDGETED NEED $17,097.67 $4,373.96 $205,182.00 $52,488.00
ACTUAL EXPENSES $24,020.21 $4,023.92 $200,172.50 $50,387.28
RECEIPTS 23,698.95 4,589.00 178,005.43 43,372.00
NET FOR PERIOD -$321.26 $565.08 -$22,167.07 -$7,015.28
GENERAL MORTGAGE

FUND FUND
BALANCE JANUARY 1, 2011 -$4,217.30 $0.00
2011 ACTIVITY -$22,167.07 -$7,015.28
FROM CAPITAL CAMPAIGN $0.00 $7,015.28
Balance DECEMBER 31, 2011 -$26,384.37 $0.00

TACKLE HUNGER

OF CARING

Souper Bowl Sunday
As you know February 5% is Super Bowl Sunday. The Youth Group will be asking you to join them in

remembering the Lehigh Valley families in need by contributing to the monetary offering that will be taken
that day after worship. At both exits of the sanctuary there will be a pot, one representing the NFC team
and one representing the AFC team. You are asked to donate to the team that you hope to win the Super
Bowl. The Youth Group will be giving the proceeds to the Lehigh County Conference of Churches to help
families in the Lehigh Valley.
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Ah...2012. .. abrand new year!

~

. e e Our Church's
Depending on the individual, a new year may mean a 140th Anniversary

oclean sl ateo, new resol 0
perhaps a special anniversary. '

Here at St . Johnos, we have the honor 0

Thatdos a very |l ong time that St. Johnds|h
weddings, share in baptisms and confirmations, and praise and lift up Christ and His
Love.

We hope you will celebrate in what God has given us. Help us extol in the joys of St.
Johnds as a place to bring our ever groyi
ship.

As you keep current with your church family, please watch for upcoming events in the
bull etins and newsl etters sponsored by h

To begin our 140th celebration, please join us for a brunch on February 12th immediatel
following the service, sponsored by the Second Year Confirmation Class, Stewardship, ajpd
Membership & Evangelism committees.

The brunch will consist of french toast with fruit toppings and whipped
cream, sausage wheels, muffins and coffee cakes, OJ, coffee, and tea.

The committees look forward to you joining them in commemorating
this special anniversary.Have a healthy and blessed new year.

Thank You Lefters

Dear Past

Thank you for support.i gBetthheanV\ﬁlord(hloldrtehneéssel—ﬁson{'edis
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IDORESSCHANGES | . i 1 1 gt
Sponsored by Conflr on
Aaron Gildnet Soups will be announce
25 Chestnut Strleet, Apt 204COSt $4
Haddonfield, NJ oMde®a: Soup, Bread, Crilac
Desserts may be purich
Andrew & Shawnal GildneWal ki ng Warriorso|l B
2689 Kirk Stneet Reservations not relqu
r food and | o

Sl atington, PQSQJSOOin us f o




2012 FAMILY OF FAMig - -
We wi | | begin the process of updak K e
weelkd ease contact the chtuo chotoifffy crer msi1 1o

are any changes needed to the 2011 inforfm
phone number change or name changes.

Once the corrections are made, a draft 0
for this announcement iIin the weekly bul e
note any changes needed.
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SOCIAL OUTREACH

FEED OUR SHEEP

We are collecting on January 29 and Feb 5, 12 for 25 boxes
These are some of the items:

Small boxes of raisins Homemade cookies (bagged)

Hot chocolate Microwave popcorn

Candy bars Cheese & crackers

Hard candy Peanut butter crackers

Gum Small packs of chips, pretzels, cheese curls

Box juice (no pouches) School suppliesd pencils, pens, paper, stamps, etc

Monetary Donationsfor postage or snacks will be appreciated as well.
We will be packaging the boxes on Thursday, February 16.

**College & Milita*r*y**Addr |

Pl ease noti fy tShuendalhyur c - ed& fujaa a/d tly2e sws t dgh
your coll ege student or military familyj}
mai |l ed properly and they can receive t hfe
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PNEC Sharing the Good New:

Penn Northeast Conference of the United

Whose community is it?

By Alan C. Miller, Conference Minister

i mes | run into people who are Achurch sho
ng me to recommend a congregation. Gener a
so, why are they |l eaving their church. Fr
needs; | am |l ooking for a community that w
|l s, because a |l ong time ago | did the same
ed so | went | ooking for another congregat

such searches for fAa community that wil!/l
ty, and in particular, Christian community
very unique community. However this commu
ty I was initiated into this community a
ow spiritually and experience the presence
i mply fito meet my needs. O Goddés community

called us together to discover Godds | ove
This community comes with demands of comnm
community | am to become a |iving exampl e
I even know my neighbor or my neighbor is
d that it is part of our created nature to
i mage of God, we are | ooking out for each
s a very old African proverb about our con
enying any responsibility o thei nei ghbo
as a rat running around a farmhouse doing
talking to his wife. The fa+rmenetwasafustt a
to the barn to seek some help and support
p and that now his |life is in danger. He
en é | am not a rat é this is of no concer
ay for you.o The cow says: fA0Oh suck it wu
ght everyone is awakened by a |l oud scream
p door slam shut and when she went to chec
mer i mmedi ately called the village doctor.
hing he could do. But he didchecéamme SdupH
we ntto tgett hteh e amank i. ng Al fasr thkei clhemp dowp not
Everyone from the village came to the fune
veryone baclkitso ftahmo ufsa im mSadsd meada ygfomesp | @ f c a m

ran out, the farmerbmatiestew them his oth
time ago a | awyer asked Jesus the question
the story of the Good Samaritan.

in our search for a community that AfAmeet s
r?o0

TO CONTACT US OR TO REGISTER|FOR EVENTS
431 Del aware Avenue 822%Www3 ppleacnerg web pa
Pal merton-19P8 18071 825464 |f ax

Al an MillalneMr@pnec. orfT@by HoTolewd@pnec. org
Nancy Nanary:A@pnecBanmrlar a Blaernbnairnagls@pnec. or g
Patty PeethtryiRi@pneBewvwegl y BwevGlruryeM@gnec. or g



http://www.pnec.org/
mailto:TobyH@pnec.org
mailto:BarbaraJ@pnec.org
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FORGIVENESS
Gaime

Try this twist on musical chairs.

What you need:
» 28 large index cards
* Black marker
* Two teams of people
* Radio or CD player

What you do:

1. On index cards, write out
forgiveness, one letter per
card. Make two sets (two
F’s, two O’s, etc.).

2. Mix up the cards and form
them face up in a circle on
the floor. (You’ll have six
blanks mixed in.)

3. Have teams mix themselves
up and stand in a circle
around the cards. Ask an
extra person to turn the
music on and off.

4. As the music plays, teams
walk around the circle.
When the music stops,
players each pick up the
card nearest them.

5. Team members take their
cards to a designated area
and try to spell forgiveness.
Any double letters or
blanks go back to the
“music person,” who
reorganizes remaining
cards, spacing them evenly
into a fresh circle.

6. Play continues until one
team spells forgiveness.

February 14

| Iy

MPLE

In a letter to the church in Colossae

e 7, \
Lﬂ‘{( /S Z/Q\L(' the apostle Paul wrote about the importance of forgiveness.
oWy

c»e® DIRECTIONS ® o -
To complete Colossians 3:13 (NIV), use the smaller words to fill in the larger words.

galn ear van an for give
gave it one other he an a

__h each

of you h grie ce
SERVE ONE
ANOTHER
IN LOVE. a___ st some
GALATIANS 5:13, NIV For———— aS t—— L— —d
for______ you.” [ COLOSSIANS3:13,uv |
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Wednesday,
February 22
7: 30 pm
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St . Johnbés United Church of Chri ¢ <|)

; ; NONPROFI T R (

1415 Rising Sun Rd. U s PoOSTAEE

Laurys Station, PA 180509 Lehigh Vvall e
18002

Return Service Requested PERMI T NO !

$t. John's UCC, Laurys Station

www.stjohnslaurys.org

February 5 9:00 am Sunday School
Boy Scout Sunday 10:15 am Communion Worship
Souper Bowl Offering

bruary 12 9:00 am Sunday School
rench Toast Brunch 10:15 am Worship Service

February 19 9:00 am Sunday School
10:15 am Worship Service

February 22 7:30 pm Ash Wednesday Service

February 29 9:00 am Sunday School
Church and Chow 10:15 am Worship Service




