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  AUGUST 2010  

 

ʷ˓͡ ʮˎˇˍ˨˒ ʹʧʧ   -  4th Annual 
Craft Fair & Quilt Sale  

 October 9, 2010 

Volunteers Needed! 
Crafters Needed! 

Drawing Prizes Needed! 
 

 

Send in your Team  

St. Johnôs T-shirt photos  

to share ! 

Sunday, September 12 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:15 am Worship 

Chicken Bar -B-Que 
September 11  

4ð7 pm 
Tickets: $8 

Basket Social  
 

Friday, September 24  
5ð8 pm  

 

Saturday, September 25  
9 am ð3 pm  

St. Johnõs United Church of Christ 
         1415 Rising Sun Rd., PO Box E               Laurys Station, PA 18059-0965 

         Phone: 610-262-8061                  Email: office@stjohnslaurys.org                                                             

         Fax: 610-262-1394                                           pastor@stjohnslaurys.org 

         Website: www.stjohnslaurys.org                             Hospital Code: 469  
A Publication of St. Johnõs UCC to keep our members and friends informed of our programs, opportunities 



Best Wishes to our August Birthdays 

A special thank you to our August Stewards  
August Greeters 
 

  1: Al Vassallo & Tyler Mertz 
  8: Bob & Judy Metzger 
15:  Erin & Joel Geiger 
22: Priscilla & Bailey Vassallo 
29: Jane & Alyssa Najpauer 

August Flowers (2 vases each week) 
 

  1: Don & Karen Newhard 
 Kathy Frantz 
 

  8: Grace Guldner 
 The Warren Family 
 

15:  Ken Deitrick (2 vases) 
 

22:  Renee Kuzma 
 Megan, Jillian, & Trevor Troxel 
 

29:  James & Nikki Saemmer 
 Bill & Rhoda Hoffman 

August Bulletins 
 

  1: Karen Berry-Frantz 
  8: Gus & Pat Dekrell 
15:  Scott & Abigail Meyers 
22:  The Butler Family 
29: Brenda Frantz 

 

Thank you to Priscilla Vassallo  

for contacting our Greeters. 

1st 

Ashley Fenstermaker 
 

2nd 

Morgan Humphreys 

Janet Miller 
 

3rd 

Scott Ritter 
 

4th 

Ann Bostick 
 

5th 

Kyle Burns 

Craig Frantz 

Carla Stauffer 
 

8th 
Kathleen Gildner 

Nanci White 
 

9th 
Gus Dekrell 

Brad Fatzinger 
 
 

10th 

Robert Kantner 

Charles Eckhart 

Terry Snyder 
 

11th 

Karen Newhard 

Gail Chapin 
 

12th 

Thomas Bates  

Judith Passaro 

Amaya Ortiz 

Raeya Bell 
 

13th 
Kevin Remaley 

Jordan Schultz 

Rae Louise Shinsky 
 

14th 

Casey Kantner 

Eileen Young 

George Peters 

Brian K. Miller 

15th 

Cheryl Schuler 

Dale Brace 

Diane Gabriel 

Matthew Karmazyn 
 

16th 

Carolyn Heft 
 

18th 

Wendy Meyers 

Cleora Minnich 
 

19th 
Jane Najpauer 

Caleb Beers 
 

20th 

Chris Nomie 

Courtney Stenger 
 

21st 

Anita Troxel 
 
 

 

 

22nd 
Linda Craddock 
. 

23rd 

Chad Brawn 

Will Chilcote 

Erma Remaley 
 

24th 

Megan Chapin 
 

25th 
Keith Butler 

Katharine Gottwald 

Linda Warren 

Ken Kuzma 
 

28th 

Alyssa Snyder 
 

29th 

Lloyd Hummel 
 

 
 
 

 

 

August Scripture Readers 
  1: Sharon Laub 
  8: Mary Troxel 
15:  Craig Frantz 
22:  Rex Richards 
29: Diane Gabriel 



 

 

 

 ñChurch Isnôt Entertaining Enough!ò 
 

I continue this month with another of the common reasons I have heard for why some people donôt at-

tend church very often. Under this heading falls a variety of complaints including things like, ñthe sermon is 

boringò,  ñthe service is too longò,  or  ñthe hymns are too oldò.  So this month, letôs reflect on our responsibili-

ties for worship. 
 

Worship is something that God desires from us. God brought the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt so 

that they may be free for worship. (Exodus 8:1) In the Ten Commandments, the Israelites were taught that ñthe 

seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God.ò Psalm 100 instructs, ñWorship the LORD with gladness, 

come into his presence with singing.ò And Jesus told a Samaritan woman at the well, ñThe hour is coming, and 

is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as 

these to worship him.ò (John 4:23) There is no question then, that we all have a responsibility to worship God. 

A portion of this responsibility falls to the pastor, the music leader, and the worship committee. 
 

The pastor, the organist, and the worship committee all have a responsibility for creating services that 

invite people into a positive worship experience. The Worship and Music committee plans services with an eye 

on both the Christian calendar and the secular calendar. The organist matches hymns and the anthems with the 

theme of the service. She also mixes in a combination of new hymns with old favorites. As the preacher, I read, 

study, pray, do continuing education, listen, write, rewrite, and practice. Still, it is true, that sometimes the lead-

ership effort is better than it is at other times. Fortunately for you and for me, the responsibility for worship 

does not lie solely on the worship leaders. 
 

Each person bears some measure of responsibility for their own worship to God. If we attend church to 

listen to the hymns being sung, we will have a much different experience than if we join in the singing whole 

heartedly. In the same manner, there is no doubt that God appreciates the liturgy more if we reflect on it from 

our heart as opposed to simply reciting it or proof reading it for errors. If the sermon is a complete flop, we can 

still open our heart to Godôs word from the Bible. So then, worship isnôt a time for us to be entertained, it is a 

time for all of us to worship God to our best ability. 
 

I give thanks for worship at St. Johnôs and I pray that your worship goes well when you attend. If you 

would like to share your ideas about worship, please let the pastor know or please attend our next Worship and 

Music committee meeting. Our next meeting will be on August 24th at 7:30 p.m. Until then, ñlet us come into 

his presence with singing!.ò 
 

       Your Brother in Christ, 
 

         Pastor James Gottwald 

RAIN.  Blessed, beautiful rain.  We asked for it and we got it.  Some of the garden plants were 
suffering and in danger of failing.  Time spent watering the garden prior to the rain served not 
only to save some of the plants, but also to soften the soil so it was better able to absorb the rain once it 
came.  With the rain came a better crop of broccoli, cabbage, and onions which we were already picking.  
The cucumbers have started to come in and the beans will arrive by the time this gets to your mail.  Another 
thing that the rain gave a big boost was the weeds.  Boy!  Do we have a bumper crop of them.  Thanks to all 
who have stopped by to spend some time pulling weeds.  That is the key to having plentiful crops as well as 
a nice looking garden.  There is lots of potential for our garden and lots of opportunities for everyone to help 
and enjoy the fruits of our labor.  



Some of those to Remember in Prayer 
 

¶ The family and friends of Ferba Krause. Ferba passed away on June 27. She was the mother of Rayburn 

Krause. 
 

¶ The family and friends of Al Dreisbach.  Al passed way on July 21.  He was the husband of Lenore       

Dreisbach. 
 

¶ The family and friends of Joseph Polaski who died of natural causes July 20.  He was a 16 year old Parkland 

student and member of the Boy Scout Troop #144 of St. Johnôs. 
 

¶ The family and friends of Robert Gaye who passed away in July.  He was the father of Benorah Pyne.  He 

lived in Liberia. 
 

¶ The family and friends of Jesse Reed who was a local solider who was killed in Afghanistan on July 14. 
 

¶ Please remember in prayer:  Richard Brunner (brother of James Brunner), Forrest Eck, Michael Frantz 

(nephew of Russel Frantz), Geon Garcia (16 year old cousin of Nikki Saemmer), Doug Geiger, Twila      

Herber, Ruth Holleman (Tobyôs mother), Dean Hower, Frank Krause, Zachary Krause (a Parkland High 

School student who has cancer), Dennis Kuebler (Kathy Kueblerôs husband), Julie Lichtenwalner, Thorin 

Lingo, George Nabb, Bill Schaffer, Margaret Schoch, and Matthew Vick and his family (friend of Tracy 

Hamsher).   
 

¶ Clarinese Avril ï the child our church is sponsoring in Haiti. We still do not know  her status following the 

earthquake. 
 

¶ The people of the gulf coast. 
 

¶ Those places where there is unrest or war such as; Afghanistan, Columbia, Congo,                                

Greece, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Nigeria, Pakistan, Russia, Somalia, and Sudan. 
 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Congratulations 
 

¶ Vacation Bible School was held from June 21-25. It was a great success with some 41 students and 25      

students and helpers. We learned to be on Godôs Green Team. Thank you to all who helped make it a reality 

and to Priscilla Vassallo for her leadership. 
 

¶ Stephanie (Tauber) and Shawn Thomas had a religious blessing of their civil union on July 3rd at the Tauber 

home in Schnecksville. Shawn is currently in the Navy. 
 

¶ The Jerusalem Singers worshiped with us on July 11. They collected canned goods and donations  toward the 

Northampton Area Food Bank. 
 

¶ Jackie Algard is engaged to Mike Petruccelli. They plan a June 12, 2011 wedding. Mr. Petruccelli is a      

Marine. 

 

 

     FEED OUR SHEEP 
 

The Social Outreach Committee provides a full box of 

goodies, twice a year, to all our college and military church 

members.  Please notify the church office of your address 

by September if you are attending college or are an active 

member of the military. 
 

We like to keep an updated address file on our college and 

military members so they can also   receive a newsletter on 

a monthly basis.  We can email this newsletter to them, if 

this is more convenient. Contact the church office at 610-

262-8061 or office@stjohnslaurys.org. 



Council met on Wednesday, July 7.  In addition to conducting the general      

business of the church, Council:   

 

¶ Approved the 2011 Offering Appeals recommended by the Stewardship &     

 Finance Committee  

¶ Discussed Councilõs initiative to reinstate the nursery school or day care 

¶ Discussed the continuing deficit in both the General Fund and the Mortgage 

 Fund 

Church  

 Council 



St. Johnôs UCC, Laurys Station 
1415 Rising Sun Road, Laurys Station, PA 18059 

 

Saturday, September 11, 2010 
Eat In from 4:00 pm to 6:30 pm 

Take Out from 4:00 pm to7:00 pm 

Meal Includes: 

1/2 Chicken, Baked Potato, Corn-on-the-Cob,  

Lettuce w/ Bacon Dressing, Beverage, and Homemade Dessert. 
 

Cost: $8.00 per person 

Contact a member of the Stewardship Committee or contact the church office at 610-262-8061 for tickets. 



                   CRAFT FAIR & QUILT SALE 
        

      Saturday, October 9, 2010 from 9ñ3.   
 

Our Craft Fair & Quilt Sale is one of the many ways our congregation has been blessed with an opportunity to 

meet many wonderful people who come and sell their crafted items, and many more who come to browse, buy 

and EAT the tasty food prepared by our own members. 
 

As you have in the past, please consider where YOU fit into this time of fun and fellowship.  Yes, we raise a lot 

of funds through this day, but, more importantly, we share the love of Jesus Christ with everyone we meet.  It is 

a great chance to meet socially with your church family and get to know each other as we serve our guests. 
 

Subcommittee chair people will be looking for your help.  Please say yes by volunteering before you are asked.  

Details will emerge through the Sunday bulletins and the upcoming newsletter.  There are still openings for 

crafters.  Applications are available on our website or through the church office. 
 

 

We also need to add to our list of prizes for the raffle and we need your help.  We can use hand-

made craft items or gift certificates.  We ask that your craft donations are newly made items.  
Please contact Jean Hoffman, Erma Remaley or the Church office with any questions. 

 

THANK YOU FOR MAKING THIS ANNUAL EVENT A GREAT SUCCESS! 

To adequately thank the members and leaders of St. Johnôs 

ChurchðI just do not have the ability.  I am sure that I shall forget 

someone; there are so many.  I was completely overcome with the 

many expressions of  consolation and support during this time by 

everyone.  There are some I want to thank personally and this I 

shall do privately, but to the congregation as a whole, I wish to say 

that you have fulfilled your calling in Christ as a caring and loving 

people.  May God bless you all!   
 

Topper 

Thank you to all who attended the  VBS 

presentation and family picnic on Sun-

day, June 27 .  Once again the fellow-

ship, food & fun was a joy to share. 

 

We are collecting baskets,  items to be placed 

in baskets, or gift certificates for our upcoming   

Basket Social in September (mentioned on the   

previous page).  Use your imagination, leftover summer 

vacation time, or whatever inspires you for a theme or 

basket donation.  Items will be accepted at any time. 
 

If you have any questions please speak with  Linda 

Haney or any member of the Social Outreach Commit-

tee. 

Dear St. Johnôs, 

Thank you so much for inviting us to wor-

ship with you!  Your congregation is always 

so warm, and makes us feel so welcome!  

We truly appreciate your hospitality and your 

generous donations to the Northampton Food 

Bank. 

Sincerely,  

The Jerusalem Singers 



Our Recycling Program     

We are able to collect: 
 

¶ old cell phones 
¶ small ink cartridges,  
¶ digital cameras  
¶ digital video recorders 
¶ laptop computers 
¶ MP3 players 
¶ GPS devices 
 

Aluminum cans can be placed in grocery bags and disposed 
in the green barrels by the refreshment stand.   
 

Our next CE meeting will be held on Wednes-

day, August 25 at 7 pm , as we begin planning for 

Rally Day. 
 

This meeting is very important for the teachers 

of Pre Kñ7th grade classes,.  
 

If you would like to join Christian Ed, we meet the 

4th Wednesday of each month at 7 pm, usually in 

the 1st year confirmation classroom.  Weõd love 

to have you join us!  

Sunday, September 12 at 9 am.   

2010 
 



TRAVEL THE WORLD é.. And never leave home. 
 
SHARE! NorthEast os looking for volunteer host families for foreign students who would like 
to learn first -hand about the American Way of Life.  Students arrive in August to spend a se-
mester or academic year studying at local high schools.  For more information, please con-
tact your local coordinators Scott & Pam Jones at 570-825-4247.  Or call the SHARE! North-
East Regional Office, toll-free at 1-866-900-3738.   
Find more information at www.sharenortheast.org.  

ERDT/SHARE North East Region 

  
SHARE! High School Exchange Program 

ERDT is a global educational non-profit foundation 



JUST FOR  
KIDS 


